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UNITED STATES

Manufacturer & Distributor Of
Religious Articles Made in Italy

From the experience, the quality
and the design Made in Italy,
the new Christmas collection is
now available from FARS USA
Visit our website
www.farsusa.com

to discover all of our souvenir
collections, religious products and
many new items for Christmas

Tel. 877-219-6809

FARS UNITED STATES LLC info@farsusa.com - Based in Boynton Beach, Florida
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As another year draws to a close ad
we enter the Holy Season of Advent and Christmas, I want to

take the opportunity to wish you and your loved ones a joyous
ALAN NAPLETON

Christmas season and a blessed and prosperous New Year!

As I write this note to you, I can’t help but reflect on what a privilege we share to be
so involved in the work of Christ’s Church. On a personal level, next year will mark
the 30th year since I experienced my own “reversion” experience and was awakened
to the beauty and truth of the Catholic Faith. During those three decades, I have been
blessed to meet so many wonderful religious and laity who were actively living out
their vocation to serve the Church and one another.

During this year’s annual gathering in Lancaster, [ was approached by more than one
individual who remarked that they sensed the event was “anointed” and I had to agree
with them. Although our Church is facing difficult times, there was a sense of joy
and holy perseverance permeating the gathering. As a group, we operate retail outlets,
publishing houses, manufacturing and distribution entities, and other businesses and
ministries. All of which are aimed at bringing religious books and other items that
hopefully draw souls closer to God and assist them in their own personal faith walk. As
Catholics we know the inestimable value of a single soul and this reality helps sustain
each of us as we strive to create good businesses as well as good ministries.

Creating something that is a good business and a good ministry is not easy as anyone
who has tried to do so will tell you. However, as I spoke to so many participants at our
summer show there was little doubt in my mind that we are called to do just that. In
other words, we are exactly where God wants us, regardless of what our bank accounts
reveal!

It’s a great privilege and joy for me personally to “toil in the vineyard’ with you and
it is my hope that the Catholic Marketing Network can continue to provide support
and solidarity to this great effort we share. As another year draws to a close and we A 15
prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior, let us rejoice in the joy of the season and .
the beautiful and important work God has put before us.

Wishing you a very Merry and Blessed Christmas!

U, AWy B

Al Napleton
President, Catholic Marketing Network
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ADVENT and
CHRISTMAS

Prepare Your Heart: Daily Advent Reflections from Pope Francis
Edited by Theresa Khoo and Marianne Lorraine Trouvé, FSP
Prepare your heart for the birth of Jesus. This daily devotional includes scripture citations, a

selection of Pope Francis’ writings, reflection questions, and a prayer
Paperback, 96 pages 0-8198-6047-6 9780819860477 $7.95 USD

Once Upon a Silent Night

Written by Vicki Howe; illustrated by Krisztina Kallai

Learn the origin of the classic Christmas carol with a beautifully illustrated story

for children ages 4 to 8. After the mice destroy the organ in an Austrian church, the
townspeople celebrate with the now-famous song that reflects Christ’s humble birth.

Paperback, 32 pages  0-81985537-5

1.,
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9780819855374 $13.95 USD

Christmas: Jesus Is Born!

and Navidad: iJesas ha nacido!

Written by Marlyn Evangelina Monge, FSP; illustrated by Lisa Griffin

This beautifully illustrated book available in English or Spanish for children
ages 4 to 9 presents the familiar story of Jesus’s birth with warmth and love.
Celebrate the traditional Christmas story with charming illustrations and a

joyful narrative!
Hardcover, 48 pages $12.95 English: 0-8198-1670-1 9780819816702
Spanish  0-8198-5192-2 9780819851925

800-876-4463
www.PaulineStore.org

4 auline Dealers:
BOOKS & MEDIA www.PaulineTrade.org



Marian Press Books Make Great Gifts! ..

Rome: A Pilgrimage with Mary is the second in ol *U
a series of lavishly illustrated coffee table books S

RO M E by Fr. Joseph Roesch, MIC.

AT K€ l Exquisitely captured in sumptuous photography, this
book takes the reader on a pictorial “pilgrimage” led
with Fr. Joe's observations and commentary through

the major churches of Rome dedicated to Our Blessed
Mother. Join him as he shares his love of Mary and of
Rome, the city that has been his home for over a decade.

Call 1-800-462-7426 or
visit Bookstore.ShopMercy.org
to place your order today!

Also available from

Fr. Joseph Roesch, MIC
Fatima: A Pilgrimage
with Mary

MARIAN 5 i PRESS TS bl JRB * $24.95
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J(hrough Whitaker House we offer a great line of :g
current as well as classic titles, to expand your faith - % !
and increase your knowledge of God.
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First Communion materials, and gift products. Foah
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Experiencing Christs Childhiod Beugh

18 Eypry of Winnen

Gaze Upon Jesus
Experiencing Christ’s Childhood through
the Eyes of Women
EDITED BY KELLY M. WAHLQUIST

192 pages, $16.95
978-1-59471-829-8

‘You will be renewed
and refreshed.”

—From the foreword by Teresa Tomeo

Syndicated radio host
and author of Intimate Graces

Side by Side
A Catholic Mother-
Daughter Journal
LORI AND AVA UBOWSKI
192 pages, $15.95
978-1-59471-869-4

DON T FORGET TO 4
SAY THANK You

MO OTHER PARERTING LESSINE
=L LER TE S0,

Pueblo de Dios llamado
a la communion
HOSFFMAN OSPINO

Don’t Forget
to Say Thank You
And Other Parenting Lessons That
Brought Me Closer to God
LINDSAY SCHLEGEL
160 pages, $15.95
978-1-59471-809-0

“A gift.”

—From the foreword by Danielle Bean
Brand manager of CatholicMom.com

Off the Hook

La Iglesia
God, Love, Dating, and
Marriage in a Hookup World

128 pages, $6.95

978-1-59471-827-4

(800) 282-1865
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TIMOTHY P. O'MALLEY
160 pages, $15.95
978-1-59471-821-2

|
The Grace of Enough
Pursuing Less and Living More
in a Throwaway Culture
HALEY STEWART
192 pages, $16.95
978-1-59471-817-5

“This book is for you.”

—Jennifer Fulwiler
SiriusXM radio host and author
of Something Other Than God

CALLED

Called

Becoming an Everyday
Disciple in a Post-Christian
World—A Five-Week Guide

KEVIN COTTER
192 pages, $13.95
978-1-59471-851-9



Pope's Warldwide
Prayer Network

Sacred Reading
The 2019 Guide to Daily Prayer

POPE’S WORLDWIDE
PRAYER NETWORK

416 pages, $16.95
978-1-59471-855-7
“A clear, helpful,
and inspirational guide.”

—Most Rev. Robert F. Morneau
Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of Green Bay

THIS IS OUR

FAITH

PRIESTLY
BLESSING

&by

STEPHEN | ROSSITTI

Word Made Flesh
A Companion to
the Sunday Readings
(Cycle C)
CHRISTOPHER WEST
128 pages, $11.95
978-1-59471-859-5

“Every Catholic can
benefit from this

companion.”

—Most Rev. Kevin C. Rhoades
Bishop of Fort Wayne-South Bend

CALLED TO

PRAY

Lessons from a Troubadour
A Lifetime of Parables,
Prose, and Stories
JOHN MICHAEL TALBOT
192 pages, $15.95
978-1-59471-845-8

“One of the great Catholic
voices of our times.”

—Matthew Kelly
Founder of Dynamic Catholic

“‘g CHRIST
Class

@

JARET DEES

This is Our Faith The Priestly Called to Pray Christ in the
A Catholic Catechism Blessing Daily Prayers Classroom
for Adults for Catholic Schools

MICHAEL PENNOCK
384 pages, $16.95
978-1-59471-841-0

Rediscovering the Gift
STEPHEN J. ROSSETTI
192 pages, $16.95
978-1-59471-847-2

www.avemariapress.com

JUSTIN MCCLAIN
288 pages, $15.95
978-1-59471-867-0

Lesson Planning
for the Heart and Mind
JARED DEES
192 pages, $12.95
978-1-59471-861-8




Painting by Kate Capato (Visual Grace)

onder & Awe

Unlocking the Door of Christmas & Encountering
Christ’s Presence in our Lives

As we approach Christmas this

year, let us pray for time to prepare and
the time to receive the gift and grace of
wonder and awe as it will fill our thoughts,
words and actions as we encounter Christ’s
presence in our lives. Let us allow St.
Francis of Assisi to be our example. He
was given the extraordinary grace of
wonder & awe which allowed him to be
drawn in the mystery, mission and life of
Christ! This grace became the key for St.
Francis to unlock doors into the life of
Christ, traveling into the Gospels and the
Sacramental life of the Catholic Church.

This last fall, I had the blessing of taking
a few men from our homeless shelter,
St. Anthony’s, in the south Bronx to the
Bronx Zoo. There is free admission on
Wednesdays, so it is a great day to go if
you are a Franciscan and have taken a
vow of poverty. One problem is

that everyone else goes as well on
Wednesday’s. Battling crowds,

I found myself dispassionately going
through the motions of looking at the
birds, reptiles, giraffes and other wildlife

as I had done this tour many times before.
Still wanting to be a good guide for the
men, | said a quick prayer for “a fresh pair
of eyes” and redirected my attention to

the children playing nearby. They were
pointing and gazing with jumping with
enthusiasm and joyful light-hearted giggles
at the animals doing acrobatic tricks. My
mood immediately lifted as I watched their
spirited expressions. I couldn’t help but be
reminded once again of the powerful grace
of being in a state of wonder and awe.

Wonder is defined in Webster Dictionary
as: “a feeling of surprise, admiration and
awe which is excited by something new or
unusual.”

Awe is defined as: “fear mingled with
admiration or reverence; a feeling produced
by something majestic and sublime.”
Therefore, it is a real grace to pray for!

How can this grace of wonder & awe help
us as we prepare for Christmas?

Most people probably recognize that

Lent is the time of preparation for Easter.
Sometimes less focused on, but equally

as important, is the Church season of
Advent. It is officially and liturgically the
preparation time for Christmas. The word
Advent comes from the Latin: Ad venire:
to come. This approaching (or visitation) is
the coming of Christ; specifically, the four
Sundays before Christmas. The Church
enjoys special songs and special liturgies
devoted exclusively to the Advent season

Whether it is for a special event, birthday,
anniversary or even a family meal, when

we carve the time out to prepare and then
spend time enjoying any major celebration
is a great gift. This space is where we are able
to create lasting memories with our friends
and family and enjoy the true fiuits of living
the gospels as we are all called to do.



I will share with you two stories of
inspiration, one from the life of St. Francis
of Assisi and one of my own personal
experiences that bring together the
importance of taking the time to prepare
and truly open our hearts to experience
God’s great gift of grace of wonder and awe.

St. Francis was from Assisi, a town which
lies amid the rolling hills of eastern Italy.
He lived during troubled times and as a
youth he had dreams of becoming a knight
and winning esteem on the battlefield. He
went into war, was captured and sent to
prison for over a year taking a toll on his
health. After his wealthy father was able

to pay his ransom, Francis was released.

He aspired for the battlefield again, but

this time the Lord spoke to Francis and he
responded with a noble and generous heart
and immediately returned to Assisi. Francis
himself always wanting to hear and live
more perfectly and he drew his inspiration
and strength from the four Gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. He wanted
the gospels to be the “Rule of Life” for men
who would follow after him.

He took the time to take a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land where he was able to venerate all
of the holy places that Christians had gone
for centuries to pay homage to where Jesus
had lived, died and rose from the dead.

No easy task. Unlike today where one can
go there and be back in a few short days,

St. Francis would have been gone for six
months on his journey.

The place of Bethlehem, Christ’s birthplace,
made such an impression on Francis that he
wanted to recreate the scene in his native
Italy so that those who could not go to the
Holy Land could be reminded and be filled
with both wonder and awe at what Jesus
had done in all humility.

St. Bonaventure, a follower of St. Francis
has given us a complete account of the night
of the first live nativity scene:

St. Bonaventure goes on to tell of the
extraordinary things that happened that
Holy Night in 1223, how there was a devout
soldier standing by whose witness and
testimony was trustworthy. This soldier saw
the infant Christ child asleep in the manger
and Francis held him in his arms.

Responding to God’s word is the hallmark
of any Christian. In a desire to follow the
Lord and His Holy Will and many times
throughout his life, St. Francis would

prove his love by responding to the Lord’s
calling with a generous heart. Francis would
become such a reflection of God’s love and
magnet to others that over 5,000 men would
end up following him during his lifetime -

- 5,000 bearded men with rough tunics on
barefoot or sandals proclaiming the Gospel
in all parts of Italy and Europe. And in that
year of 1223, St. Francis of Assisi gave to
Jesus a great Christmas gift that wove the
golden threads of the grace of wonder &
awe of Christmas season together for many
people. His gift continues to impact us
today!

“It happened in the third year before his death, that in order to

excite the inhabitants of Greccio to commemorate the nativity of

the Infant Jesus with great devotion, St. Francis determined to keep

it with all possible solemnity...he prepared a manger, brought hay,

and an ox and an ass to the appointed place... the man of God

stood before the manger; full of devotion and piety, bathed in tears

and radiant joy being unable to utter Jesus name for the tenderness

of His love, He called Him the Babe of Bethlehem.”

As a Franciscan brother for almost twenty years,
often I am witness to acts of love and faith in
my ministry and when I am mindful, I too, am
able to receive the gift of grace of wonder

& awe. My life as a friar consists of praying
with my fellow friars at the friary, wearing a
religious habit with a rope and sandals, and
going on missions in imitation of St. Francis.
We serve the poor in the neighborhood’s where
we have chosen to live. I have been blessed with
opportunities to go on pilgrimages to the Holy
Land and retrace some of the steps of St. Francis
in his hometown of Assisi. In December of 1996,
I encountered St. Francis’ love for Jesus in the
Christmas crib even before I was a Franciscan
Friar. It was during the time I was discerning

the will of God for my life. I had just finished a
semester of classes at Franciscan University of
Stuebenville’s Austrian Campus. I decided to go
to Rome and Assisi for two weeks. This would
mean that I would miss being with my family
back in Michigan for Christmas. With a bit of
sadness and homesickness, I remained steadfast
and obedient to the strong calling to spend time
in these two holy places as I discerned and
prepared for what the Lord would ask of me.

During those weeks, I was able to visit a small
town on an Italian hillside called Greccio, the
very place St. Francis recreated the manger
scene. I did not know any of Italian language
except for “ciao!” and I had taken the bus there
alone. I got off the bus and followed signs (all in
Italian) to the friary literally built into the cliffs.

It looked like a stone bird house clinging to the
rocks. Climbing many, many narrow steps and
through low doorways, I was able to enter, where
countless other pilgrims had gone before me,

into the cold stone chapel. Unlike centuries ago,
it is now lit by electricity. I prayerfully attended
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass with a handful of
friars and other faithful during the Advent season.
Now, days before Christmas, I leafed through
my pilgrim booklet to realize that this was the
actual spot that St. Bonaventure had described

St. Francis holding the Christ child. Here-Ecce-
where the Christ Child memory was not only
venerated but also became alive in the arms of St.
Francis. The great mystery of the Incarnation as
it were re-entered into history through the prayers



of a great saint. What a moment of grace of
the wonder and awe [ was able to experience
a true presence of the great gift of Christmas!
It is a moment I cherish.

I’m so grateful to the talented artist, Kate
Capato, for allowing her images of St. Francis
holding the Christ Child to accompany

my words about preparing for Christmas
during this Advent Season. She gives us
three images here to show us that there is a
definite preparation that went into her work
in laying out her ideas and sketches and
filling in with layers of paint and prayers

as she painstakingly allowed the details to
come to life. Rich symbolism is conveyed
here from the city in the background, to our
beloved St. Francis lovingly holding the Babe
of Bethlehem. The dog in Christian art has
always been a sign of fidelity or faithfulness
which gives a deep meaning even to the
nickname we have all heard of as: “Fido.”

It is a reminder to be faithful to what the
Lord has revealed to us in the Scriptures and
Revelation. I encourage you, next time you
hold your Bible, imagine holding the WORD
like this image. Hold it with the precious
thoughts of tender strength with loving
attention as Jesus is the WORD made flesh
who dwelt among us.

As many readers would remember the
popular and saintly priest Fulton J. Sheen.
He commented on preparing for Easter and
Christmas as a time of prayer and fasting

saying:

“There are two philosophies

in life: The fast and then the
feast or the feast and then the
headache.”

It is a statement with a bit of humor but also

a call to live a life of holy virtue. It begs us

to ask ourselves, have we truly allowed the
time to prepare for the great season ahead?
With all the hustle and bustle of the holidays,
have we taken the time to sit quietly with our
Lord, meditate on the Gospels, listen to what
God is asking of us and then responding to
His calling? Have we given up something in
order to make room for the great gift of Christ
the King? Do we plan on giving something to
Jesus this Christmas as a gift such as the gift
of our time, our obedience, our open heart?

One author has said: “Christ came in history,
in the sacraments he comes in mystery and we
are awaiting him to come in majesty.”

If you limit Christ to history, you limit Christ
from coming into your life today — here and
now. Surely, our Lord wants His Story to be

a part of your story as it was in the life of St.
Francis. As you prepare this year for Christmas
during this holy time of Advent, I pray that you
are truly able to carve out the time to prepare
and then receive the special grace of wonder
and awe so that you too can allow “His-story”
to enter into your story and transform our world
today by His Holy Presence. Jesus, I trust in
you. Blessings to all.

where thirty homeless men reside.

Painting by Kate Capato (Visual Grace)

Br. Simon M. Dankoski, CFR is a member of the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal
living in the South Bronx. Br. Simon is from a loving Catholic family with four siblings and
as a family they lived in Hong Kong, Korea and Brazil. He has his degrees in Philosophy

& Theology but most of all he enjoys woodworking. He has been a Franciscan Brother for
eighteen years and studied nursing as a friar to care for Fr. Benedict Groeschel and Fr. Andrew
Apostoli during their last years of life. He currently works at St. Anthony Shelter for Renewal

If anyone would like to make a donation to his work with the homeless in NYC visit:
www.stanthonyshelter.org. Our website has contact info etc.



THE

GREAT
ADVENTURE

Your Journey Through the Bible

Catholic Bible

MACCABRAN nRvrp
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A Completely Unique Bible that
Brings Salvation History to Life

With commentary from the creator of The Great Adventure, Jeff Cavins, and
renowned Scripture scholars Mary Healy, Andrew Swafford, and Peter Williamson

m Full-color Bible with a beautiful, eye- m Seven articles introduce and explain the
catching design. major covenants of salvation history,

® Each book of the Bible is color-coded showing God’s amazing plan
with printed tabs, indicating the Bible for humanity.
Timeline™ period to which it belongs. m Seventy key event call-outs provide a

m Twelve charts provide a visual brief description of the milestones in the
overview of the Bible, including biblical narrative.
important characters, key events, m Sixteen newly designed full-color maps.

geography, major covenants, world

. m Words of Jesus in red.
rulers, and contemporary events in ) )
secular history. ® Revised Standard Version-Second

. Catholic Edition.
m Twelve articles present a summary ]
and explanation of each period of ® Two ribbon bookmarks.
salvation history.

978-1-945179-41-9 | 1,664 pages | 6%2" x 9%2” | Alpha Cowhide® Cover | $59.95

Due to extremely high demand, there is a limit of 20 Bibles
per order, per week. Re-sellers get 25% off retail price.
For more information, call 484-857-4550.
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Original Image of
Divine Mercy

Framed
Prints

SPRINGTIME

P00 0L Dol S

Watering the fields of
beauty in the Springtime
of the Church

Books Custom Installations

Springtime Productions is exclusively licensed by the Archdiocese of Vilnius (Lithuania) to
reproduce authentic digital replicas of the Original Image of Divine Mercy. Exquisite
high-resolution prints are available on paper, canvas, and silk at our website.

There you will also find a complete selection of books, holy cards, gifts, music, films,
religious art, and more!

Proceeds from sales go to support pilgrimage facilities at the Shrine of the Original Image of
Divine Mercy in Vilnius (Lithuania).

www.originaldivinemercy.com






hildren [,earn
the Rosary

A Binder of Activities to Help Children Learn about the Rosary
and Father Patrick Peyton, C.S.C., “The Rosary Priest”

« For home or classroom use
« Fun activities and coloring for children 4-9 years old

« Includes Parent/Teacher Guide and recommended family participation
materials

« Includes permission to reproduce activity sheets for each child

SRP $24.95

CMN $12.48
Free Shipping! HCFMstore.
oo e
Call to apply CMN “The family that prays together stays together”  FAMILY
discount to order = Venerable PatrickPeyton - R ()G ARY
BADR ATA  T en Catechism of the Seven Sacraments

Catechism of the Seven Sacraments is a new book that uses the classic brick

toys as a storytelling and educational tool. Join hosts Fulton and Cynthia on
a biblical adventure as they journey from creation to salvation and discover
the importance of God’s sanctifying grace. Set in a vivid comic-book format
with stunning photographs, this book makes profound theological concepts
accessible to both the Catholic and the curious, the child and the adult.

Authors: Kevin O’Neill and Mary O’Neill

Format: 8.5 x 11 Hardcover, 292 pages, 750 color photographs
Price: $34.95 (wholesale $20.97)

ISBN: 978-0-9995087-0-1

Publisher: StoryTel Press

“We sold over 40 copies in 3 weeks!”
— Rick & Monica, The Little Way Catholic Books and Gifts

“Over the last three weeks this was our highest selling’, .
book. | am all for endorsing this book. It’s very '
orthodox and respectfull”

— Anne & Wes, Holy Family Catholic Bookstore

JOIN LS
ON A BIBLICAL
ADVENTURE!

Order at storytel.org/wholesale
or (402) 915-1279

Free Shipping with code “CMN’

Free shipping is one-time only, in the continental U.S. Valid with 40% discount only. Enter discount code CMN at checkout, or mention ad.
LEGO®), the brick configuration, and the minifigure are trademarks of The LEGO Group, which does not sponsor, authorize, or endorse this book.



UNIQUE MINIATURE

Unique 5”x 8 1/2” Miniature
Printed On Faux Henequen

Please watch our brief video:
www.ourladyofguadalupeart.com
* ONLY WE make it.
* No website will beat Your store price.
* 24 unit includes FREE display and postage .
* ALSO inside is a free full color postcard!

$12.00 Retail

(50% discount for wholesale)
Order to :Ricardo.Flores. K@me.com

EW PRODUCTS

CATHOLIC BOOK
PUBLISHING

New Catholic Version
New Testament & Psalms

The NCV New Testament and Psalms—
complete and together in one volume.
Copious footnotes; illustrated; words of
Christ in red. Perfect daily spiritual
companion. 1232 pages.

Top 2: $17.95/Bottom 2: $10.95

www.catholicbookb2b.com

THE ORIGINAL
HOLYBEARS

The Dominican Nun
HolyBear™

Introducing The Dominican Nun HolyBear™,
honoring over 800 years of godly service.
Special hangtag included.

$10.95 Retail

FINDING GOD ANEW

| i Awey oo Roroeses T Gel
SR TR S " Sr—

Book of Inspiration,
Hope and Forgiveness

143 pages $15.95/ Wholesale $7.50

Barbara Kudwa
www.barbfindsgodanew.com
231.735.2962

NICHOLAS GILROY

amazon.com

B . 96 Outstanding
N Reviews on
- Amazon

BHitroy

Our Lady and the Guardian
Fourteen-year old Nicholas Gilroy feels
that God is calling him to be a Catholic
priest, so he enrolls in Saint Peter’s High
School Seminary. He develops a friend-

ship with Jose and Luke who help him
achieve success on the football team and
to enjoy his new life. But when he signs up
to tutor children in the inner city, Nicholas
is thrown into an adventure that puts his
life in danger. This is the first book in the
Nicholas Gilroy Series.

Available: Amazon Books, Archway
Bookstore and Barnes & Noble

CHRIST ON THE
SHROUD, LLC

Christmas Cards and
Post Cards

12 Unique Christmas cards & 12 post cards +
Life Of Christ Greeting Card Collection (53)
$24.95 box of 10 (same);
$27.95 all 12; Post Card - $17.95/12

www.Christontheshroud.com
info@Christontheshroud.com

888.540.1875 | 561.445.8109




) ignatius press

www.ighatius.com

1-800-360-1714

TOP NEW TITLES

DOCBRS ~
WALL S

BUILDING the

BENEDICT
OPTION =5

BUILDING THE DOORS IN THE
BENEDICT OPTION WALLS OF THE WORLD

Leah Libresco Peter Kreeft

FATHER
MIGLIEL PRO

FR. MIGUEL PRO
A MODERN MEXICAN MARTYR

Gerald Muller

CALM IN CHAOS
Fr. George W. Rutler

Florella Nash
IHE ABOLITION
(8]
WOMAN

THE EVANGELIZING PARISH

ABOLITION OF WOMAN
Cardinal Francis Arinze

Fiorella Nash

el el Sr

RETHINKING

MARY

I THE NTW TISTAMENT

RETHINKING MARY
IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Edward Sri
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THE CRUCIFIX ON
MECCA’S FRONT PORCH
David Pinault

BENEDICT XVI:
HIS LIFE & THOUGHT
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Christmas 18 Comiing!

Hhmmpn ... you aren’t surprised. Ok. Advent will come first.

We know that in the secular market, it’s almost 100% Christmas,
skimming right over Advent. In fact, it’s Christmas trees in September
(and even August) in many big box stores.

First, I think it’s difficult to sell what you don’t know.

Where does our faith fit That means, practice Advent yourself. To me, this has 3 parts: Advent Devotional
into this? readings, the Advent Calendar and a family Advent Wreath. There is a huge
wealth in these practices. Gather it first for your own spiritual well being, and

For our family, Advent was the antidote then to be able to share it.

to the ‘give-me’s’. If we focused on the
Advent Wreath, its Scripture readings

with their prophetic messages of a On the retail side, my preparations looks like this.
Messiah, and the lighting of the candles 1. Cull through your catalogs, both online and print, to find Advent devotionals
as a sign of the ‘Light of the World’ that speak to you and at least one that doesn’t, but you know it would speak

whose arrival we await, it balanced to your spouse.
the childish (and sometimes adult)
yearnings for material gifts. Advent
calendars and wreaths were a daily
reminder of what Christmas is really

about. 3. Order Advent Wreaths in a variety of
styles and price points.

2. Find several Advent Calendars that
have Scripture on them, either inside
or on the doors that you open.

How does that translate into
our retail lives?

I believe that Catholic and Christian How many you order depends on what
stores should OWN Christmas. Our you sold last year and how you intend to
retail lives are about spreading the good market these items this year. Also, know
news of Jesus Christ, and Advent and the practices of your local parishes. If they

Christmas are our seasons. are giving out free devotionals, scale back
on devotional books and pamphlets.

We carry product that centers

on Christ.

This is way better that the latest doll,
electronic game or newest gadget. Our
product does not become obsolete. The
question then becomes: how do we
communicate our message in our stores
and to our customer base?

In store, we do a prominent display of
Advent Calendars, Advent Wreaths and
Advent Candles in a variety of sizes that

fit the wreaths. We do this in early October
and position them near our front door
where they are hard to miss. We have about
a dozen wreaths in a wide variety of prices,



from less than $15 to more than $40. Some

are completely set up, while others are simply
hanging on hooks on the slot wall. There are
stacks of Advent candle sets. Advent Calendars,
including some with chocolate behind their
doors, hang on hooks. If you come in, you know
that we have Advent supplies.

What about the person who does not
come through our doors?

We send e-mail blasts talking about Advent.
We add Advent information to our promotions
that go in our billing letters to churches.

We mention Advent in our radio ads.

This year we will feature Advent on
Facebook.

Our plan is to have it as a live stream
discussing how to use an Advent Wreath. Of
course, this will show our Advent display as
the background, so viewers see the product that
we have in stock.

The approach that has received the best
response so far has been the Advent/Christmas
Flyer. I believe that it’s because it is an
‘in-hand’ visual.

There are many ways to use the flyer.
» Some stores do direct mail from their customer list.

» We use Advent flyers as newspaper inserts, because it reaches new
customers and is less expensive than direct mail. If the insert idea
sounds expensive, investigate. Some newspapers will allow you to
select a zip code or a particular route. Be bold and negotiate on the
rate, instead of accepting the first price quoted. This can reduce the
number of flyers needed to a manageable amount, as well as the price
of distribution.

* We also ask churches for permission to put the flyers in their
vestibule. We do not leave 100°s in the vestibule, but rather a dozen
or so.

Now is the time to plan. Evaluate what you did last year.
Advent candles are ordered and will ship when the weather cools. Advent
calendars are also ordered and are also temperature-dependent because
some have chocolate. In our September staff meeting we will begin
working on our advertising schedule/ plan for November and December.
Even if your budget is miniscule, you still have choices.

1. For less than $20. a month, using Constant Contact you can do as
many e-mails as you wish.

Begin collecting e-mail addresses now. If you are not tech savvy, and
I’m not, you probably know someone who is — a son or daughter,
grandson or granddaughter, nephew or niece or even a current or past
employee. Once they are acquainted with the program, its about an
hour for each mailing/blast.

2. Buy at least the minimum number of Advent flyers to give use as bag
stuffers or to give out at a parish event

3. Create your own bag stuffer, advertising an Advent item such as
candles that people use every year.

4. Pick a feast during Advent and celebrate with a special ‘sale’ We
have done that with the feast of Guardian Angels having an ‘Angel
sale’ (Willow Tree excluded)

PLAN!

If you have not planned in the past, plan something. Something is better
than nothing. We do not have all the answers. Some things were flops but
we keep trying.

Last but most important PRAY.

Ask God’s direction for your decisions and work.

Wishing you a
blessed Advent
and Christmas.

Betty Goeckner,
Lifeline Christian Books & Gifts,
Effingham, IL




by October 15th
; | \ and receive a
/l / (S' (S' | .;n’ i ‘ free prayer stone!
- : e
) A

ntffr ()

[ ] Place your
f /d ” 6(5' i\ Christmas order

/ | heart
i ¥ is a special place where her children
alever .ém dke mg.
¢ are alwa
Mt swhich makes P me‘_’” ¥s ome.
the niect altve.
that is wheroGod is.

R b

May the 1' Ly Hes.e

M and keep vou. /oo
Holy Land | e,
STONETM Blessed be the .'amr{ and hands

that touch lives.
Jerusalem Stone Gifts
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Trust The Lord
Ministries
Christian Apparel

Mission
When you purchase a Trust The Lord
THE LORD Ministries product a portion of the
proceeds go to The American Cancer
Society and The Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society.

www.trustthelord.org

FROM GALLUP
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' We are excited to bring you BORN TO BUILD... -
Watch for your complimentary copy coming this fall!

Int et
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Code for . v |

HOW TO BUILD A Dnline uneat

ALsALamant

THRIVING STARTUP,
A WINNING TEAM, NEW CUSTOMERS

AND YOUR BEST LIFE IMAGINABLE | .k
By T o .-_ b \* N |-=._ Frashs A L3 l-.- '1 o
“When conversation changes to ‘What are you building?’ the world will change.”
JIM CLIFTON
Cikvais 2t WHAT ARE YOU BUILDING?
SANGEETA BADAL il “Hidden within every parish is a goldmine of talent, )
and this tool will help bring a parishioner’s Goad-given CasscomMedia.com
ISBN 9781595621276 Retail $29.99 talents to the surface so they might be used in
strength at the service of the mission of the Church.”
Exclusively provided by: — Fr. Daniel Mahan
H Executive Director
ﬁ Casscom Medla/ P Marian College Center for Catholic Stewardship
Media CasscomMedia.com

e i 1-800-974-1555
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Na mattes how bad it gels
These is veason te hepe

6” Statue (1 Statue, 2 sides) 1.75” Coin

A 2-sided cross with the Crucified and Risen Christ, symbolizing tragedy turned to triumph!

Your customers will want to buy a Duality Cross figure or coin for themselves,
or to give to family members, friends, clients/patients
for an inspirational reminder that tomorrow can be better!

ldeal for counselors, pastors, medical personnel, therapists, funeral directors,
and all those who try to bring hope and comfort to others.

www.dualitycross.com 832-645-7440

Ask for a wholesale price list: sg@dualitycross.com, Ilk@dualitycross.com

Ohristmas Opecial: Free Shipping on orders oter $200.

GALLUP

STRENGTHSFINDER )

Discover Your Strengtismme FROM GALLUP
and Fulfill Your Calling

Discover Your

CliftonStrengths

DON CLIFTON

by @ Sergrgen FRaCsa g

|
|
|
| . il brvamrns ol Pt Rirmm gy
i
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ISBN 9781595620156 Retail $34.00

; LIVING YOUR STRENGTHS
il CATHOLIC EDITION

PRI The StrengthsFinder 2.0 is an International Bestseller
| N and excellent resource to identify your unique -

God-given talents and Living Your Strengths will & .
inspire you to answer your call. This wonderfully ;
crafted system is built by Gallup Press and founded Y
on thousands of hours of research. Living Your

Strengths, Catholic Edition is specific to guide any
FAOM. DAL LI member to serve, focus, and encourage their parish B

communities and be useful in the Church.

+ Understanding your strengths

« Harnessing those strengths to
become the best you possible

+ Honoring and recognizing the
strengths of those around you
to form lasting relationships

Exclusively provided by:

Casscom Media, Lp
CasscomMedia.com Media
ISBN 9781595620224 Retail $29.99 1-800-974-1555 e s siossier - oo s e



Catholic Marketing Techniques to Keep Your
Christmas Customers All Year Round.

The Christmas craze is just around the
corner, and you are searching for ways
to make your store stand out among the
crowd and convert Christmas customers
into regular patrons. The key to this
conversion (and a successful Christmas
sales season) lies in Catholic marketing.

Many Catholic businesses and
organizations struggle with marketing
because the concept seems too focused on
sales and financial success. That’s why I
am passionate about the idea of Catholic
marketing.

You see, Catholic marketing isn’t about
self-promotion or gain — it’s an invitation
to a relationship with Christ.

Think about it this way — your marketing
efforts in Catholic marketing are tactics
you use for evangelization. People are
brought closer to Christ through the
products you have to offer. And making
money for your business isn’t a bad thing
—money is a practical need, and it is only

through funding that you are able to continue your mission to bring
others to Christ through your store.

One of the most fundamental marketing concepts is defining and
identifying by what makes you unique. One unique way to market
your store during this season is to complement your Christmas
displays by highlighting other saints and Marian feast days that occur
during the season. By focusing on complements to the “Christmas
craze,” you’ll not only stand out from the crowd, but also hopefully
convert seasonal clients into regular patrons by showcasing what else
you have to offer.




Consider a Marian focus

Blue might not be the first color that comes to
mind during the Christmas season, but there are
several Marian feast days that occur just before
and after Christmas — Immaculate Conception,
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Solemnity of Mary, etc.
Many people tend to think more heavily about
the Blessed Mother during the Christmas season
anyway, since they are contemplating the nativity
scene, and having a promotion or display around
these other Marian feast days may encourage a
client to further develop their Marian devotion
through the products you offer.

Use hashtags related to the feast days to
promote outside of your store

Hashtags on social media can be a great way

to get new leads for clients. For example,
#OurLadyofGuadalupe has been used 42,798
times on Instagram and #StStephen 14,785 times.
And don’t forget about #Advent2018 throughout
the Advent season!

Hashtags are so valuable because they create
mini search engines when used on social media.
Oftentimes, people will follow or search on a
specific hashtag to learn more, see what others
are saying, and even get ideas or buy products.
Especially around Christmastime when people
are more apt to buy gifts anyway, utilizing
hashtags can be valuable for helping others
discover your store online.

Play off of patrons

Hoping to encourage your customers to buy
more than just nativity scenes and red and

green decorations? Set up a display in your

store centered around a particular occupation or
interest in correlation to that activity’s patron
saint. Consider, for example, setting up a display
to St. Elizabeth of Hungary, whose feast day is
November 17, as the patron saint of bakers, or
St. Sebastian, the patron saint of athletes, whose
feast is January 20. Displays or website features
that focus on this connection to a specific sector
of society will help to educate your clients about
a particular saint and may also give them ideas
for Christmas gifts related to the saints.

36E HASHTAGS

Used 42,798 times and counting!

#0urLadyofGuadalupe

#Advent2017
Used 24,404 times since 2017

Try to draw on the feast days of nearby parishes

Speaking of playing off of patrons...Are you located near an
Immaculate Conception or All Saints Church? Google the feast
days of the patron saints of your nearby parishes, and make a
calendar of when they fall. Be sure to stock up on related items

in advance, and ask the parish if you can advertise in the bulletin
or leave flyers in the back of the church with information about
these related products, maybe with a coupon for parishioners of
that parish. Or offer to donate a patron saint-related product to the
parish in exchange for leaving your business card or flyer at the
rectory or a thank you in the bulletin. Just another way to capitalize
on that exposure about your store in general!

Pray to St. Homobonus (patron of business people)

Did you know that there is a patron saint of business owners? St.
Homobonus was a married merchant in Italy with a deep love for
the faith and for taking care of others. He’s a great saint to turn to
for inspiration and intercession! And his feast day is November 17
— just in time for the busy Christmas season.

The key to remember with Catholic marketing is that it isn’t all on
you. A friend of mine once said that we have the best marketer on
our side, so trust in Him — but also take advantage of the tools He’s
given us through Catholic marketing to become brand ambassadors
for both our businesses and Christ!

MEET EMILY!

Emily Ricci is the owner and founder

of Gloriam Marketing, LLC, a Catholic
marketing and creative agency for churches,
schools, and Catholic businesses. Gloriam
is meant to be a partner in evangelization,
implementing modern marketing techniques
with a Christ-centered focus. Their services include advertising,
social media consulting and management, content development
and editing, marketing strategy, web design, and more. You can
learn more at www.gloriamarketing.com.

In addition to Gloriam, Emily also works as a content and social
media specialist in higher education and previously worked at a
church for over 7 years. Her past church titles and responsibilities
have included working as a Parish Office secretary, sacristan,
Weekend Coordinator (ministry supervisor and event coordinator),
youth minister, bulletin writer, coordinator of the baptism
program, and Faith Formation teacher and assistant. She loves
reading, writing, and spending time with family and is passionate
about God, Jane Austen, and the Oxford comma (in that order!).



CMN 23%° ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL

JULY 30 -

TRADE SHOW

AUGUST 2, 2019

LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA

2018 ATTENDEE

Louise Mace -

Purple Armadillo Again, LLC
The show was beyond my
expectations. The people
were incredible. The show
was awesome. Loved it, very
inspirational! A moving
experience with new friends,
lots of laughs & tons of
knowledge!

| I ™
CATHOLIC MARKETING NETWORK

www.catholicmarketing.com

2018 ATTENDEE
Kate Caputo -

Visual Grace

Last week was not only an
event filled with Catholic
stores and artists, but it was
a beautiful time for prayer
and reflection. I love how
much the Catholic
Marketing Network focused
on Christ throughout

the week!



HOLY ROLLER™ PRODUCTS

Kitchen Decor and More

Spread the GOOD CHEER this Christmas season... Let the Saints Go Marching in
Your Kitchen! These joyful and flavorful designs give a fresh and bright look to any
home. Aprons, Over Mitts, Pot Holders, Towels, Mugs, & More...

All make wonderful gifts for your favorite “Holy Roller”!

www.holyrollerproducts.com

holyrollerproducts@gmail.com 708.223.8598
Melrose Park, lllinois USA

50% discount on these beautiful new gift items!

Use code: CMN18. Discount is taken off the full retail price. Offer expires Nov. 15, 2018. Other restrictions may apply.
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“Merry Catholic
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Fr Wil Scapmedor

This beautiful keepsake helps families learn about

The perfect gift for every father, son, husband, This stunning new classic will be treasured by the rich Advent and Christmas traditions of the
brother to grow closer to Christ, the model families for years to come. Perfect for reading Church, and have a more joyous and prayerful
man. Rugged design for daily use. out loud as a family. Christmas season. A must for every home!
ISBN: 978-1-50510-928-3 ISBN: 978-1-50511-249-8 ISBN: 978-1-50511-257-3

$29:95 $14.98 with code $24.95 $12.48 with code

$27:95 $13.98 with code

TAN-+-BOQOKS Order online at TANStores.com or call (800) 437-5876
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HELP US ”v BUILD THE
FR. ANDREW J. APOSTOLI, crr

WELCOME CENTER
at the Shrine @C OurLacfy cf (juacfa[igoe in ‘Mexico City!
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ABOUT THE VIVA GUADALUPE APOSTOLATE

Through multiple and concrete actions the Viva Guadalupe apostolate seeks to promote
devotion and knowledge of Our Lady of Guadalupe emphasizing the unprecedented explosion
of evangelization that was brought about by her appearances in 1531. It also emphasizes her
important role in the mission of the “New Evangelization” and the Pro-Life battle taking place
today. The apostolate encourages all to invoke her help on both a personal and societal level.

Current project is the building of the Father Andrew J. Apostoli Welcome Center located just
a few feet from the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City.

ALAN NAPLETON
President and Founder of Viva Guadalupe

Viva (juac{a[ ]oe

WWW. VzvaGuadalupe org
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“Our Lady of Guadalupe unites us
as a Christian family, she is a mother
who has watched over us for nearly
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500 years. /
CARL ANDERSON SUPREME KNIGHT ;\G’i}
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“The most
beautiful of all the saints is
the Virgin Mary, Our Lady
of Guadalupe.”

BISHOP THOMAS J. OLMSTED
Diocese of Phoenix

“There is no more important
Catholic destination, or place,
in the America’s than the

| Shrine of Our Lady of
<Guadalupe in Mexico City” s
DEAL W. HUDSON .yl el

President of the Morley Institte for Church and Cultur;—:‘ ‘ s “_‘.




Over 450
Scripture Line-Art
. lllustrations to Color,
Including 51 All-New
lllustrations!

INSPIRE CATHOLIC BIBLE
HC LeatherLike, Rose Gold
978-1-4964-3657-3

INSPIRE: PROVERBS INSPIRE: PSALMS
Softcover / 978-1-4964-2664-2 Softcover / 978-1-4964-1987-3

TYNDALE, Tyndale's quill logo, New Living Translation, IVLT, the New Livi

ng Translation logo, /nspire, an:

d LeatherLike are re

Beautiful
Single-Column Setting

Two-Inch-Wide Lightly
Ruled Margins

Quality White Bible
Paper

The New L1V1ng Translation text in the
Inspire Catholic Bible has been approved by
the Catholic Church for reading and study

and includes the official Imprimatur.

@inspirecatholicbible :
#inspirecatholicbible . tyndaleretailersicom/inspire

#theinspirebibletour : NLT TYTDT\LE

gistered trademarks of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. Extrabiblical artwork, cover, and product design of /nspire copyright © 2017 by Three Streams Publishers, Ltd.




ALOST BING CROSBY CHRISTMAS RECORDING—
PERFECT FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS SALES!

The Bible Story of
with traditional carols in Gospel sequence sung by

THE BONAVENTURE CHOIR
Narrated by

BING CROSBY
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" CHRISTMAS

with traditional carols in
= Gospel sequencesungby 4
THE BONAVENTURE
CHOQIR

American icon Bing Crosby appears in one of his rare spoken-word [t - ‘ N Lt
performances! Bing Crosby narrates the Christmas story from the Gospel of S ; L )
Luke to the carols in story order sung by the St. Bonaventure Choir under the il

direction of Omer Westendorf. This recording was “lost” in our archive for

over 60 years. With the assistance of Bing Crosby Enterprises, it is now available as an official Bing Crosby Archive
release. While Bing Crosby does not sing on this album, his spoken word performance is one for the ages.

Bing Crosby’s reading of the Christmas Gospel has not been released on any of his other albums and is exclusively
on this release.

This album, originally published in 1957, is a re-release of one of the lost treasures of the World Library
Publications archive.
007403 7he Bible Story of Christmas narrated by Bing Crosby Order today at wlpmusic.com

or call 1-800-566-6150

007405 7he Bible Story of Christmas narrated by Bing Crosby and ask f01" the Bing Cmsby album.
Limited EditionVinyl LP $25.00
Also available at Amazon.com

Call Aditi Garcia, Trade Accounts Specialist for a sample CD at 800-621-5197 ext. 2738

Photo of Mr. Bing Crosby provided courtesy of Bing Crosby Enterprises. ul lu P

World Library Publications

3708 River Road, Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158
800-566-6150 * wlpcs@jspaluch.com ® wlpmusic.com

CMNXMAS18




DALLAS, TX 75261

CMN 800.506.6333

CATHOLIC MARKETING NETWORK WWW. catholicmarketing. com

.‘.' CATHOLIC MARKETING NETWORK
* P.O. BOX 610465
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GOD'S UNCONDITIONAL Andrea Boceelli . CHRISTMAS JOY
LOYE by Susanna My Christmas by Susanna
HBCD&S $17.99 S n g e Great Christmas Classies

: ) O Holy Night, Winteér

Wonderland,
O Christmas Tree, The
First Noel, and many

— e . - \ more.
Fr. Ray Kelly == = HBCD17 $999
Christmas Album
$15.99

THE ROSARY IN | 2 r
LATIN ush i .
$16.99 : .

- A A Great Selection of Christmas
Kitty Cleveland - - DVD’'s & CD’s
- A / IP 1 ¥

Christmas Album
$15.99

i Tinliptorn Farrns o fla Thund
M d P O vk

Angeling e o1y b i |

Christmas Album
Lvrwen SIT0.EE

NLcDioe [ e o Lo Y HeartBeat
- -~_ e
Your Catholic One Stop Distributor

PO Box 20 Donnellson, A 52625
1-800-433-3262
www.catholicdistribution.com,
www. heartbeatrecordslabel.com




